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Scheckter’s 


AUTOWEEK 


By Pete Lyons 


ANDERSTORP, Sweden—This endless 
noise gets into you after a while. 
Hammers your mind a little numb. Those 
Swedish woods look friendly and inviting 
ower there. Untimed practice, this 
morning, dosn't really count. Dowbe Id 
be missed if | strolled over in there for a 
bit 

Pretty im here, Like the upper 
Midwest—Michigan? Minnesota? Be 
some fice Berries on those bushes later 
on. Bicds sound cheery. Doesn't that air 
smell Clean! Think [ll sit down against 
that birch a minute. Ah—ground’s acft, 
kind of spongy Might stay more than 2 
minute. 

Listen to those fools out there, 
screaming round and round. fogging 
away through the peare for all they're 
worth Sounds for all the world like they 
think they can actually beat Niki. No way, 
averyhady knows that. Wound wp 
quickest vesterday, bit of a surprise | 
auppese, thie tant a Ferrari circuit but 
then neither were Interlagos and 
Kyalami. So we thougit. 

Mmmm, sun leels good. Werder if Ley 
have any trolls in these woods. Wonder 
whl a& Croll looks like, Be food, though, if 
they could, Heat the Ferraris. Just this 
once. Wonder who oould co it... 

“Ain, when that third gear stripped, I 
tell ya, [ was goin’ outa my mind, First ten 
minutes in the last aeesion and I'm about 
first, and then | set in the pits and I'm 
fallin’ to about fifteenth! | was ready to go, 
va know What T mean [t's like you had & 
dog ona chain and vou threw five pounds 
of meat over there, ya know?" 

Marto Andretti, second bo Depailler 
nufter the first session on Friday, second toa 
Lauda after the seeond. Very ready to be 
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Six-Wheeler 
Trounces Niki In Swedish GP 


firat in the last one on Saturday. 

“L told ya this car was pood, I told yaio 
Brazil it was gonna be. We're just able to 
demonstrate it's good now, that’s all. 
Were gettin it rightand we're gettin’ able 
lo rin é bet. This is abowt the first time ve 
been able to run hard the whole time, The 
oars just doin’ what it's cipable of doin’. 

Third pear has stripped, the pear most 
in wae on this rather peculiar Anmderstorp 
track, and for Mong precious minutes 
Maric isn't able ty chase the pole as he's 
worked himself lip bo do, But the Team 
Lotus mechanics are up on thesame lovel 
he is and they get the box back together 
and send him out before the end. There 
isn't much time lefi, but it should be 
enough. 

‘And then that goddam front subframe 
broke, the one that holds the {root wings, 
Sa Howe? Tb was saggin’ down more ‘o 
more and | was gettin’ more and more 
Wing on the front end and it Was 
OveErslogrin’ more n more—man. thal was 
a panic last five laps, I tell ya.” 

Atleast six trans in the pits, consulted 
later on by Colin Chapman, agreed that 
yes, they'd pot Andretti at about twenty 
five-four, which would have made him 
fastest. Hut halfway around this rather 
peculiar Anderstorp circuit is where the 
actiad start-finiah line ig and there the 
official himers only got a twenty six— iim 
26,008. aotualiy. That was second to Jody 
Scheckter's official 25,699, So the car on 
the pole was going to be the siv-wheeler 

“The car's quite good, in [aet it's very 
good on braking and lurning into the 
corner, the initial part ofthe corner. Then 
it's like the others. it slarte to 
understeer just a bit through the rest of 
the first part, and then when you put the 
mower on it Games round to oversteer” 
Jody was sounding almost as 


STICK BETTER, STOP QUICKER. 


CenterLine wheels —the 
lightweight racing wheel 
that’s street legal strong. 
Lighter than Porsche 
Factory alloy wheels yel 
strong enough to pass the 
tough S3.E.MLA. 5-14 soees 
for street wheels, Ceanter- 
Ling is best for street, 
slalom or professional 
racing. Deep drawn alunmi- 
num alloy construction, 

in sizes from 15°“5%2" to 
15°% 14". Fit all disc-braked 
Porsches, use stock lng 
huis, need mo spacers, All 
this at a cost of legs than 
half the Factory alloy wheel! 


Hurst’ Airhoart brakes—the 
mast powerful brakes made 
for your Porsche. Made 
specially for us by one of 
the best known speed 
equipment companias, 

H/A brakes for Porschas 
offer double the pad area of 
a 9115, 4 times that of a 
§11T. They provide fully 
fade-free performance, 
prowed in 25 out of 32 IMSA 
GTU category wins, They 
fit inside any 15° wheel, 
weigh no more than stock 
brakes. Three pad hard- 
nesses, Street lo endurance 
racing. They literally 
oulperionm Carrera brakes 
at one-third the cost! 
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A rare Scene these days—someone other than World Champion Wiki Lauda with the witris’s spoiks, jody 


Th = 


Scheckter displaced Lauda in Sweden, with teammate Patrick Depailler finishing second—but sure enough, 
Lauda still made the stand, by virtue of bis third place finish. 


professional as old Hulme. “But that's 
what you want That's what you want 
here. The car's geod.” 

The EW Tyrrell Project $4 didn't look 
Suoh an dubtstandingly nimble 
proposition here in Sweden na it had in 
Monaco. The 249 mile Anderstorp circuit 
is of course much more open, with only 
one really slow-type corer, There aren't 
the tight switchbacks confined between 
curbs, most of the track is shortish 
straights connected by long, surprisingly 
steeply banked, uniform-radius U-bends. 
Hore 4 car's beat attribute was a ameoth, 
steady tracking-arcund ability. The hard 
realities of tire-heating-rates and weight- 
tradslor-characteriatica and angine- 
torque-profiles, esoteric technical stuff 
like that, meant that the beat of chageia 
could only approach the ideal The six- 
wheelers seemed te approach it ne more 
narrowly than did the best of the 
conventional cars—hut they definitely 
were With ther. 

“Patritk's bean cl cere gr mare 
experimental settings than me, 1 only 
have been using different nirboxes 
mainly. 1 don"t believe in doing testing 
poder qualifying conditions. You wantto 
get the car as rightas you can and just fo. 

“Thetrack was atits best early-on in the 
final hour. and | did my time then.” Thank 
you professor Jody. 

“My car is as good like it should be,” 
roported tha World Champion. “It's 
understeering a lithe when you goin, and 
overstecring @ littl: bit when you @o out, 
but that's natural, every car does that 
here, you Know it's going to do it and you 
compromiae the beat you can and live 
with it.” 

Ferraria seem to get a lot of their apeed 
not, a8 everyone wants te think, from 
blasting down the straights, but from 
pulling out of the corners. One very 
notices ble thing about the Ferrari engine 
is it's Incredible spread of useful pull, 
from something like §000rpm all the way 
up beyond 12,000. On many circuits, ite's 
noticeable that the Ferrari drivers stay in 
one fear through a complicated section 
that has Ford Cosworth drivers rowing 
hard on the gearshift. 

Anderstorp, being all pretty much of a 
muchness comnerwise, doesn't appear to 
offer the Ferrari a chance to show this 
torque spread. [t's the rare kind of place 
where they'toe merely very competitive, 
{for the G12T2 is a very fine racing car, 
regarded asa package) not dominant. 

Said Niki. “My job this afternoon is ta 
Fo out and get on the pole, that's what I°m 
paid for, So 1 have to go out and pul my 
two balle on thetrontof the scar and doit. If 
I had three T would be quioker, 

“T don't drive sideways because [ think 
it's ne good. T's waste, you get nothing. 
But I tell you, the car is on the limit 
everywhere. From outside you don't gee 
it, but from inside it's very spectacular. 
You can only do it fora few laps. 

“Fut I don't know if I can do it, My 
engine wee petting tired this morning. ..*° 

Driving another red ear, but quite a 
different sort of one under the color, was 
Chris Amon. Morrie Nunn'’s wife once 
complained—he'd finished doing a 
drawing on the kitchen table of his firat Fi 
chassis. Mo's Eneigna haven't come 
fundamentally very far from that sort of 
homebrewed concept—except they've 
bepun to come quite far wp the grid, In 
faet, much a8 there wae discussion about 
Andrattis rightful grid pusitian, @o cid 
several time keepers think Amon 
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i-dodp Schencdiet, Tyre) S405 125.659; Pore Andie 
Ketos FL 8.008: SC bres Ameen. Gale MO, 06: 4 
Partrech: Dapiaviier Pprrell M2. [2662 Aiki Losi. Peover 
FEDTEAGH, LEAL burn bag, Lote PE LBS 
Jangues Lafitre, Ligier Mate J55/0): d-lamed Hit, Mele 
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Farmar 303724007, 09F 092) Tan Pepe Sekt (0 
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Pose lanier. Shadow OFS RA FP Dee i: Breer la 
Bach TOL 07. br 840: 1e-Carkot A berans, Brabham 145-7, 
27.72: 17-dehe Worine, Peeske POM). 206% 14-Abe 
Jones, Surhbt TE1S08, WEA: -Arters Mri, March 
Mach Tei. FE 22 1 es Steck, Maree 26d oe, be Tb 


DL-Eserson Fittipaldi, Cooersecer FOAL 1796): 22-ianry 
Perkieg. Borg 02. 1-PS AS: 29-Heakete WBE, 12S: 24 
Biett Gudger, Suetees PESO. L838): TY Michel Lecter 
Wiliceng V0. LE DS-Loctis Rescel. Erabham Tea 2k 
1: GF. 


BESULES 


b-Schechtet, 72 lage oe 1) moles i D6 eS der ae 
geerage cpeed of 10.0000 Sepb: Dobepailler, 72: 3-Landa, 7: 4 
Lalitha, TR) f-Haat, 72) b-Regaom 72: 7-Peterson ere, ePace, | 
Paes 9: Pace, TL 10 Bema balla, Ps | -Maee, PL. doer, FL 1 
Jegees. 70, Lab Minded, 10, Meet ecg: |S-Lueger, 70 

DAF: Ertl Sl, spum stack in seed; Stuck, 52, engine. Agdrelti 
45. sepa. 20, Aman. cucpenceom. crack; Leckere, 20. engine 
Perkia, 18 emg ive: Fttuperld 15. handbag. paw Milssan2_ cask 
Revtemane, 7. mrigiog, Walper, 9, duck heetilnciaah 


belanged on the front row. 

“Ghrissys not feelin’ too good, he's 
quite il in fact, fle. He's never been here 
before either. He said to me, he said, “De 
you mean they're dein’ the timin' over the 
other side of the circuit? I thought they 
Was doin’ it at the pits! ['d'v kept my boot 
in ithack to there on my food ome if Tv 
known that!" 


“Other than that we've hed virtually no 
troubles at all this meetin’. That's what 
worries mej ‘Is hand is hurtin’ ‘im some, 
but he says it isn't slowin'’m down any. 
Well, exeose me, won't you, Ive had the 
kettle on and [ think me tea must be 
mashed by now," 

Mo Nunn's Ensign, third on the grid for 
the Swedish Grand Prix. 


fis this “dream GP" formed up the grid 
order took on an interesting shape. 
Looking at the way the various kinds of 
firs more or loss bunched together—the 
Tyrrells at the front end of the grid. the 
Lotuses too, the Ferraris a bit back, then 
cars like the MoLarenas. thea Shacdews, the 
Marches tending to clump together not 
BxBCtY in pairs bub at the same general 
level in the pack—it was clearly a mood 
example of “horses for courses.” [f you 
didnt have the right Kind of car at 
Anderstorp, it appeared, i} didn't matter 
much wha pou were. On this vear's rather 
conservatively designed Goodyear F-1 
tires, if your chagseia didn't pet then 
working properly you Juat gat there in the 
corner and gcratched at the road, The grid 
order tells the sad tale of designs thal 
didn't work in Sweden. 


At Anderstorp, another peculiarity is 
that the cars form upon the dummy perid 
by the pits and then drive slowly around 
half a lap in formation to the actual 
starting line. 

While he walted for them to arrive, the 
dignitary in charge of the green flag 
practiced. He held the fag out toward the 
ground, than raised iL with a deliberate 
motion above his head and then whisked 
it down. He did it a couple of times, and 
then watched his cars arrive. 

“| didn’t jump the start. Hell. this is 
Formula One, ya gotta be serious. Va 
don't jump the start. The flag began to 
mowe so To wrent. We all went together.” 

They did ell get moving more or leas 

Continued On Next Page 


swedish GP 
Continaed From Preceding Page 
together, but Andretti did pet his back 
wheels going on the wp-stroke of that flag 
Whereas his colleagues were all waiting, 
more or less, for the dawnetroke. The 
black-and-gnold JPS was moving foraard 
and was aleud of lhe pack by the tine the 
grecn flag was moving down. To the 
officials it looked like an infraction, and 
they announced they were penalizing 
Maric by adding one minute to his race 
time. 

It was too harsh a penalty for what be 
gained, for the Lotus was scarcely a 
length ahead of the Tyrrell ints the first 
turn. Closely together they all went 
Around the lap, Andretti leading 


See 


eagine that weet south. 


Wataon, driving the new Penske PO4 in ite 
firet race. had the throttles stick wide 
open and he went straight on inte the 
catch fences, badly damaging the naw car 
Bul lockily hot himself. Then on the third 
lap Gunnar Nilsson, staying ahead of 
Lauda, came around the tight "80" before 
the pits and looped backwards imto the 
pite wall—almost exactly at Colin 
Chapman's feet. The Lotus was badly 
bent. but Gunner's only injuries were 
from the distinctly cool reception he got 
from the Qld Man when he walked up 
TUT bo ery to explain... 

Mario meanwhile was away with the 
rhoet as be pleased, and on the 11Lth lap set 
what lasted as the best time of the race— 
Imi 2600 102.066 mph—and then he eased 
off. “T could have gained a second a lap 
any time | wanted, the car was really 
workin’. When T got to about eight seconds 


A depressed Mario Andretti chats with newsmen after his lead in the Swedish GP was stolen trom iim byan 


ea 


Where if all Came to am end: Andretti’s lead in the Swedish GP ran fora loag time, but then his engine blewand 
pat the plucky Amencan star on the sidelines for ihe donation, 


Scheckter and Depailler with Amon 
fourth. Nilsson ahead of Lauda. and 
Laffite next from Hunt and the rest 

The track surface was oily on the 
opining laps, as someone had been 
dropping ol] on the warmup lap. but it 
made no difference to Andretti for right 
away he began to pull out a pap. Tt wis 
hol ceable on the linet lap, on the second it 
Was Uver a second, anon the filth, with 
things settled down and the field begun to 
stong out, Andretti wns 2.0 seconds ahead 
of Scheckter. Depailler was still with hia 
teammate but the Tyrrells had pulled aut 
4 Little from the Ensiprme similarly Amon 
had pulled away from Lauda and the 
Pertiri was pethiog away from the Ligier, 
It was behind Laffite that one could see 
any Tracing, where Hunt was holding off 
Peterson, Pace, Hegaszoni, Brambilla, 
Mase, Jarier and Pryce, Jones. andthe twa 
“B-leam” Maroh drivers Mertariao and 
Stuck. Im some GPs we haw bern 
fortunate to have close racing among the 
men wt the front while the slso-rana 
paraded, but today the front part was the 
Parade. Oh well, 

Mot that things were dull. On the 
opening Jap at the Harussel corner 


1 cocled it and beld that. 

Hold it he did, gamlorlably leading the 
race, for pnmother 20-odd Lie ps Scheckter, 
who had initially. been driving his heart 
out. had cooled down too in a-comfortable 
second as Depailler gradually lagged 
behind, He was still safe enough from 
Aan, aithsigh Amen kept the hrsigen in 
Sight aod they were both sale encugh 
from Lauda whose Ferrari bere at this 
peculiar place was nota Supercar ad all, 
merely # fifth place car 

Niki was doing what he could with his 
machine, but the day had turned quite 
chilly under a mostly cloudy sky and his 
tire emperatporatures were, reported his 
foam manager after the morning 
WEITUp, about 20 degrees F. less than in 
practice. Like every other car, the Ferrari 
ween t getting a good bite on the roma, Th 
Want, te fact, behaving like a Ferrari at 
ali. 

Kessel’s privale Brabham lodi all its 
bite on the road on the sixth lap arid 
abruptly ewapped ends and shunted off 
the road. Fittipaldi's Copersucar, which 
had been handling terrthly in practime— 
disappointing after its comparatively 
good showing in Monato—wae 
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Don Nichols" Shadows haven't been what you might call bain barners this year, bul still thay seered to be 


mae 
" r 


faster than the Surtees of Alan Jones in Sweden. Here Tom Pryce Meads Jones 


undersitering in such a gross manner, 
the front tires at literally full loek in the 
cormers, thal alter ten lape Emerson was 
calledinand retired by his pit rather than 
wear the tire: ot for nothing. Several 
other drivers=Eni, Lunger, Jones. 
Brabilla—spiun off during the race, and 
twice Jarier tool the chicane escape rod 
rather than spin. 

All the drivers were saying afberward 
that they had ne grip. no traction, and 
their cars were handling terribly. 

All except Andrei, who at the front of 
the race had nothing lo complain about ah 
all—excepthisenfine, About 20 laps after 
setting his fustest lap, he felt it auddanly 
lose its edge. “I knew right then [ wasn't 
Boin' to win the thing.” Tt wae aa though « 
valve gpring had broken. 

Gradually but noticably he began ta 
Jose te Scheckter, Most of the losscamein 
traffic, when Mario would pull owl to 
overtake Euokmarkers, they would stay 
to one side to let him—but then the JPS 


wouldn't respond. Al $5 laps the gap was 
Still between sax and seven seconds. fuk it 
Was Gaming down litth: by ttle and Jody 
Wis pain driving as hard os he kenew 
hone. the comparatively huge Project 34 
back wheele stepping out sideways 
through all the corners. 

[. would hawe been a fascinating dice 
had aol the Ensign ruined the mod of the 
thing by crashing in the middle of it. 
Aumon bac been staying: close enough to 
Depailler to make it look like a purauit, 
fhe red car looking as it had all weekend, 
very Steady aml smooth. Just as it 
completed ita Hath lap, aa Chris put the 
brakes on for the first corner after the 
Start! finish Jine, Scrnmebh ing obviously 
broke in the front suspension 

Chris said he felt the car start to slow 
down normally, then the brakes feltfunny 
and simultaneously he became aware of 
something “fluttering” at the left front. 
He said the car started to bend into the 
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Swedish GP 


porner, but then it went straight on. 
Leaving black marks only fram the back 
res, it slatuned very hard through two 
rows of Gatch fence before stopping with 
fearful abruptness moce first against the 
guardrail beyond. This daydream was 
turing masty. 

For afew hearbeats the driver sat there, 
hend erect but not moving. Was he 
uncencious? “No, but 1 sat there for a 
second or two trying to realise Twas still 
alive.” Then he quitkly unlatched 
himself and jumped out. 

When one's attention turned again to 
the race, the pap between Andretti and 
Scheckter was down to a fow seconds. On 
lap 42 it was actually 28s, but as Mario 
finally carved through a cluster of slower 
care and Jody had them te deal with next 
the gap was up to 4.15 next time around. 
On the 44th lap the Tyrrell was through, 
und wre 2.76 behind, Clear track between 
them now for a moment, how was this 
Boing to turn out? 

It wasn't, Al 45 laps down. Mario was 
just ducking by another arin the second 
corner after the finish line—when the IPS 
belched outa cloudofwhlte smoke. ft zept 
running and the smoke stopped on the 
ext Straten, but it belehed out agin in 
the pext cerner and the next. and mow it 
out continously snd «as 
Maro went by the pate halfway around 


We PoOring 


that fap he knew it ise a) ter. With 
Sthecktier veering owt to miss the thick 
sroke na he took the lead. Anerethi gave 
up god parked in @ site road, Dropped 


vaive, he thought 

Except [or some quite pood dicing hack 
in the pick. which waa hard to take 
serloushy becuse ii was mostly almost a 
lap behind the leaders, the race waa all 
over and it ran out as it began but minus 
Andretii ond Amon. Scheckter and 
Depailler #0 seconds apart but 
dominating the first successful finish of 
the six-wheeler cancept, Jody repeating 
his firslbever GP victory on this same 
track two years before. “I'm amuch more 
mature driver now than | was tinan,” he 
remarked in a TV interview Later, “Tre 
leamed to control my pace and driva 
without mistakes. . .° Niki Lauda, 14 
seconds behind Depailler; scoring hie 
worst result of the year wilh a car that 
wae, just like #1] the others, 
understeering going in and oversteering 
gTosSly coming oul 

In fourth was Laffite’s Ligier. only 
about four seconde clear of Hunt's 
McLaren which all the way had bern 
running just ahead of Peterson: then right 
before the finish Hegaszoni, ignoring «a 
bad front end vibration fram a lost 
balance weight, squeened by annie inke 
the chicane and came to within a second of 
James at the flag. Not far behind waa 
Pace, the last man lo stay on the winner's 
lap. 

There were just 14 running cars out of 
the 26 starters, although Merzario, whose 
engine gave up two laps from the end, 
Tnade it 15 classified finishers. 

So in some ways it was a typical race, 
net especially good one but notreally bad, 
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While his car lasted, Mario gave the F-] brigade some racing—=as Jochen Mats. pictured here, 15 finding out. 
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Jochen Mass, seen here leading the Shadow Twins, finished 1th: J-P Jarier finished 1? 1h. and Pryce found his 


way into amih, 


What gave it ite distinctive color was the 
absense of that all-pervading red tint! [t'a 
A measure of where we've got to in F-1 at 
the moment that when the Ferraris don't 
run well the whole scene looks strange, 
Refreshing, but strange. And nobody can 
bring themselves to predict the Perrari 


Ever lose a race because 
your brakes didn’t perform 
as well as your engine? 
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ern is over, just on their mediocure 
performance on Bweden's peculiar track. 
At Paul Hicard three weeks from now 
Niki Lauda is probably going to wipe the 
floor with them in revenge, 


New Renault Deal 


ENGLEWOOD CLIFFS, Sh —The oicat 
extensive automobile dealer finuncing 
program ever offered by an import car 
maniiaciurer betaine «a realliy when 
Henault USA, the French car importer, 
umd FinanceAmerica Private Brands, 
Inc. @& subsidiary of BankAmerice 
Corporation, announced signing of an 
igrecmant effective immediately. 

Under the agreement's terms, 
FinanceAmertea will offer, or maka 
available, funds far the purchase of new 
curs for invertary purposes hy the 
appioximately 200 U.S. Renault dealers 
throughout the United States, somathing 
no other aulomobile importer has been 
able to offer before. 


TROUTMAN Lid. F | 


| 
| 


31561. Brpon Laos Criee 
Coste Mesa Ca She 
TLa) area ass 


a 


SESF-LU EEA | 
GGhAihoe 7 


Toyota Buyers Young, 
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Affluent, Survey Says 


TORRANCE, Califilf you're in your 
mid-twenties, have an income of about 
318,000 a year and a couple of years of 
college under your belt, you're. a prime 
candidate fora Toyots if you doen't already 
own one, 

Surveys were conducted by Toyota 
Motor Sales, U.6.A,, Inc. along 22,000 
Tecent Purchasers of its automobiles. 
They show these congumer 
characteristics: The new owners are 
between 18 and 34 years of ame, make in 
exceas of $1500 a month and have more 
than 14 years of education on the average. 

The company saya although iver are 
and income fluctuate for each of ite 
models, both have been increasing since 
Lave. 

Owners of the smallest and most 
popular Toyota, the Corolla, range in age 
from 28 years for the sporty coupe with a 
five-speed stick shift to 37 yeara for the 
four-door sedan. Eight out of 10 Cornlla 
stallon Wagons are owned by married 
people with wives as the principal driver 
in 32% Of them. Gas ¢conomy wae a big 


factor in their decision to make the 
Purchase, 
Buyers of the larger and more 


conservalive-looking Corona range in 
age from 31 years for the five-apeed 
hardtop to 38 for the four-door sedan. 
Their income ranges from 718,000 to 
$20,000 and cach has an average 
education of 14 years. 

The sporty Celica hardtops appeal to a 
younger people. They average 20 years of 
Age With An annual income of $17,000 to 
$19,000, The majority of Celica ownersare 
male heads of households, but mearly 15% 
are Gingle females. 

Toyota's most caprosive and luxurious 
Mark II is owned and driven almost 
exclusively by married people. Average 
ages of the oumers are 40 years for the 
station wagon and 45 for the four-door 
sedan, On the average. they earn around 
B20.00) & year and have completed 14 
years of schooling. Nearly four of every 
10 Mark II station wagon drivers are 
married females. 

Accrose-section of Toyota truck owners 
consists of 4 male majority between 34 
and 3H whe bring home an ayerage of 
$15,000) a your, About TO: are married. 
The younger, single males preter the five- 
speed sportier version of the bitthe half- 
ton pickups. 


